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Lest We Forget

The Tatler
Val Butcher (Motor Mouth)

From your Editor

Val has been very busy this month with parties and
celebrations. She finally sat down at her computer to
write her column and had it all finished but accidently
hit the wrong button and poofl!! it disappeared
never to be seen again.

Then she had to go to work and give guided tours of
the post office to all the tourists that have besieged
our small town this holiday season.

And then it was Gin Club.

And then .... well let’s just say she is missing in action

good thing working on the newsletter 1s a
volunteer position or we might have to start
disciplinary action.

Easter Spud Competition, Potluck and Prizes
owc

A little bit of history - this year marked the 30"
adisappeared.of the Ophir Faster Spud Dig, Auction
and Potluck Dinner. Lena and Gordon Macdonald
(postmistress and shearing contracting business
operator respectively) always grew a lot of potatoes to
feed the shearers accommodated 1n the quarters now
owned by Garry and Steph Price. Lena also started

up “Mac’s Takeaways” i Omakau in what 1s now

Muddy Creek Café. So they needed a lot of spuds.

In 1993 they put it to the OWC that a potato growing
competition with a dig and potluck dinner at Easter
weekend would be a grand idea for a community
fundraiser. It was passed by the OWC and the first
dig and dinner were held Easter 1994.

It was a much more modest affair back then and has
developed over the years. However not without it’s
controversy especially when it came to judging the
apple dessert competition, but that 1s another story.

The potatoes this year were not brilliant. The shaws
were light and potatoes small. Some crops simply
disappeared never to be seen again! This may have
been the variety or the weather. Between drought-like
conditions with strict water restrictions and early
ground frosts 1t was a challenge 1n the veg patch.

But 1t 1s not all about the spuds and the folks showed
up bearing all kinds of yummy food and ready to
have a good time.

Sam Leask was the auctioneer again this year and
made a bloody good job of selling us the merits of
smaller potatoes.

Due to Sam’s skills and gift of the gab the bidding was
rowdy, fast and fierce. In total for the evening we
raised $1715 (auctions and raffles), a great result.

Well done to Sam and his side kicks.

The winners were:
‘Weirdest Spud: Grant Taylor & Cath Haig

Heaviest Spud:

Permanent residents: Judy and Russell Hinsley
(250g)

“Cribbies”: Peter & Tash Robinson (200g)



Heaviest Shaw:

Permanent residents:

First; Alan Graham & Jenness Reithmaier (2.05Kg)
Second; Malcolm Topliss (1.45Kg)

“Cribbies”:
First; Peter & Tash Robinson (1.40Kg)
Second; Heather Worth (1.15Kg)

Ophir Master Spud Advantage: (the right to choose
the potato variety for the next year) for the highest
total overall winning weights;

Alan Graham & Jenness Reithmaier

The Potatoes NZ Cup: (for the overall heaviest shaw)

Alan Graham & Jenness Reithmaier

Jenness Reithmaier and Alan Graham,
really stoked (o take out the Potatoes NZ Cup.
Ophir Spud Growing Competition March 2024

A big thank you to all of you for making the evening a
success. From selling the seed potatoes to decorating
the hall, digging the spuds and donating goods for
the raffle baskets, clearing away the dishes and
kitchen cleanup. Last but not least for your generous
bidding and buying the raffle tickets.

A great community evening as always, however, we
may have to coerce Jenness and Alan into selecting a
variety of spud for next year that is tried and true to
give a bumper crop in our harsh climate.

May the Fourth be With You

Troy and Sarah Anderson

Star Wars Day Bonfire

We will be having our annual bonfire night on

Saturday 4th May
kicking off around 5pm

Two years in the making the bonfire 1s going to be
awesome. Come warm your hands, enjoy some star
gazing, and bonhomie at Chatto de Black.

As per usual bring a plate and your own tipple.

A Very Proud Grandmother

Our very own postmistress, Val Butcher was over the
moon when it was confirmed that grandson Finn
Butcher was selected for the NZ Olympic Team.
Finn will represent N7, in the men’s K1 and KX
events.

His parents, Dale and Wendy, will be in Paris for
the events however Val will be sitting by the fire here
i mid-winter Ophir glued to the television.



The announcement of the team was made on Finn’s
29" birthday so a double celebration with family and
friends. Wendy spent the day in the kitchen cooking
up a storm to entertain the extended whanau even
making a meringue croquembouche with an Olympic
flame on top.

Dad Dale, grandmother Val, Finn and sister
Meg Butcher (missing i action in the kitchen
mum Wendy) celebrating Finn's selection for

the 2024 Olvmpics and his 29" birthday.
March 2024.

Congratulations Finn from all of us here in Ophir. It
won’t just be Val glued to the TV ... we will all be
cheering you on.

Bonie Chaince!

Walking the Otago Goldfields Cavalcade

An mterview with Rin Tipa

« . \ .
I have just completed my 18" Cavalcade with my
sister Jill doing her 15"

Most people associate the Otago Cavalcade with a
horse-riding event, however most of the gold miners
arrived here and travelled on foot.

There are normally six riding trails, one heavy wagon,
one light wagon, two walking and now a cycling and
running trail all coming from different directions to
end 1n the host town by High Noon on the Saturday
at the end of the week.

A Grand Parade of all the trails takes place with the
walkers dressed 1n period costume leading the parade
followed by all the horse trails, quite a spectacle
seeing up to 400 horses together.

Rin and Jill in period costume
for the Grand Parade

Opver the years we have been privileged to see some
amazing country through the generosity of the owners
of these properties and high-country stations, places
most people would not have access to. The owners
or managers will often join us for dinner and talk
about their farm and lifestyles.

Walking out



Our day starts off with breakfast at 7am after sleeping
i the woolshed or other farm buildings, walking out
by 8am. We are usually back into the next ‘camp’ by
3 or 4 pm, frst in getting the best sleeping spot!  All
our meals are provided with our main gear
transported each day meaning we only have to carry a
day pack.

Rin kitted out for the day’s walk.

One memorable trail we started from Poolburn and
walked up to the Upper Manorburn to camp the
night. Gale force winds got up through the mght -
not much sleep. The next morning all was calm, and
we walked on heading to the Serpentine Church and

got caught in a snowstorm. Never so pleased to see a
church!

We sheltered there and had an impromptu church
service. Two hours later we were able to head off to
Styx for the night. Then there are the times when it 1s
really hot with not much shelter. You have to be
prepared for any condition and carry a range of
clothing and protective gear.

Our trails have covered a good amount of Central
Otago, East Otago and the McKenzie Country with
the trail this year in Northern Southland finishing i
Waikaia.

Anybody wishing to participate in the Cavalcade
needs to have a good level of fitness making the walk
much more enjoyable though must admit the hills
seem to be getting steeper these days but the views

9
once you get there are well worth the effort.

Exercise Classes Ophir Hall
Kim Hollenbon

Kim Hollenbon has been running fitness classes
throughout the region and has now included Ophiur.

Kim will be starting a winter programme at the hall
commencing 14th May, in the meantime she has
mvited all who may be interested to come along for a
free introductory class 9th April at 9am all welcome .

A Bathtub for a Beer
Ken Edgar

I have two flat-topped cast-iron bathtubs that are
surplus to requirements. They may or may not hold
water but would make excellent raised garden beds.

Take them off my hands for the cost of a jug of beer
or they will find themselves on the old iron heap at
Boundary Road.

Get 1n touch with me on 022 358 2346
Ken

The Weather

Sam Leask

Even though we had 22mm of rain this month that
rain fell in small showers so not effective in increasing
the soil moisture, certainly not drought breaking - it
1s still extremely dry. The duck pond on the farm has
completely dried up with no water feeding in. We
are hoping for rain, and that the ducks come back,
before opening day of the season on May 4".



The average daytime temperature was the same as for
this time last year, average nighttime temperature was
2°C colder. We had 19 mornings this month with a
ground frost, almost twice as many as in March last
year so cold mornings.

Data for March 2024:

Maximum Temp: 28.3°C  Saturday 2nd
Minimum Temp: -24°C  Wednesday 20th
Rain/Precipitation: 22.0mm

Rainfall March
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-  Average March Rainfall, 2006 — 2024



