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Val 1s taking a little break from the Tattler this
month but never fear ... she will be back!

Summer Poolside: Ophir Community Pool

Ophir Pool Comimittee

While it 1s pretty hard to figure out between levels,
steps and traffic lights what the covid regulations
might look like come December. However we are
forging ahead with getting the pool ready and all
things being equal we will enjoy sitting poolside over
the summer months.

The pool does not need painting this year but as per
usual we are asking for volunteers for the weekly
rotation of cleaning duties. The pool 1s a huge asset
for the village and enjoyed by so many of us over
the summer months. While the CODC owns the
pool it 1s up to the community to maintain it, all a
bit easier now with the robotic vacuum cleaner. So
please put your hands up for this really important
community service.

For the benefit of newcomers to Ophir this involves
cleaning the pool and surrounds each day for a
week over the summer. It 1s not too difficult with
some simple testing of the water and cleaning. Any
adjustment of the pool chemicals etc. 1s managed by
our qualified pool person, Richard Querel. If you
have not done the cleaning before you will be given
one-on-one Instruction by Malcolm. For those of
you that have done it before but have forgotten (we
are all getting older) and need a refresher course the
same applies. Malcolm can be contacted on 447
3888 or 0274 758 790 and 1s usually available if you

need help any time.

There 1s a blank roster attached so that you can see
the weeks involved.

Please give Judy Trainer a call (447 3866) or email
her at the.trainers@xtra.co.nz with the week you
would like to do. If you don’t think you can do a
full week we always need extras to fill in for a few

days here and there so a part week 1s also possible
and appreciated so again just let Judy know.

Thank you in advance for giving up some of your
valuable time to help keep this great summer facility
one of the best in the region and an amazing asset
to all the families of and wisitors to Ophur.

Beware of Sunstrike on Blacks Hill

A story with a good ending ... which could have
gone horribly wrong.

A couple of our cribbies were travelling to Ophir
from Dunedin recently. The weather was good with
some cloud cover. It was evening time and the trip
was going well with the wee dog happy in the back
seat. So far this sounds like a trip we all make
frequently.

As they turned the corner up from the Poolburn
pub / Adventure Hub the sun suddenly came out
from behind the cloud in their direct vision - they
could not see a thing.

A split second decision to pull to the left to avoid
any oncoming traffic put them over the edge and
mto the ditch at a fairly high speed. The person in
the passenger seat came to holding the sun visor
which was dripping yellow ... the eggs from the
groceries n the back! All the airbags had activated.
Both were wearing seat belts and although they were
severely bruised and battered (especially the driver)
there 1s no doubt that the safety features saved their
lives and that of the wee dog who was pretty stressed
but not injured.

Mark from the pub was on the scene quickly along
with “Sarah” to help them out of the car and make
sure they were OK until emergency services arrived.
The amazing thing was that very soon after the
mmpact they received a phone call from the car
manufacturer in Germany saying that the alarm in
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the car had gone off and a) were they OK and b)
did they need them to organize emergency services!!

This 1s a very timely reminder that sunstrike can
occur at any time during the day, but is most likely
during sunrise or sunset, when the sun's rays hit
your windscreen at a low angle. This can make it
difficult, or even impossible, to see. This is a very
dangerous condition to drive in. To avoid a crash,
follow the guidelines below.

e be prepared for possible sunstrike when driving
at sunrise or sunset, especially when turning or
driving towards the sun

¢ Be especially careful in winter, when sunstrike is
more likely to occur because the sun is lower in the
sky

o Keep your windscreen clean, inside and out.
Dust and grime on the windscreen can make the
effects of sunstrike much worse

e Wear sunglasses when driving with the sun in
your eyes

e Use your car’s sun visors to block the sun.

o If you experience sunstrike, it may be best to
pull over and wait for a few minutes until your
eyes adjust or visibility improves

And make sure your pets are restrained in the car.

Update on Ophir Peace Memonal Hall
Renovations

The good news. Finally, we can see the light at the
end of the tunnel. It has been a long-haul mvolving
hours of volunteer work from members of the
community. The major contractor has completed
their work on the toilet block and the electricians
will finish the new lighting throughout the hall the
first week of November.

The next step 1s for the CODC (they own the asset)
to sign off the work and for a Certificate of
Compliance to be 1ssued.

The new retractable screen (to replace the silver
canvas job which has seen us through for the last few
years but has reached the end of its safe operating
life) has arrived and will be installed by our resident
electrician assisted by members of the OMG.

The bad news. Subbies are notorious for not
cleaning up after themselves and over the
construction period a LOT of dust etc. has been
generated. To put 1t bluntly it 1s a bit of a bomb
site.

An email will go out next week calling for a
‘volunteer army’ to clean the hall from dunnies to
meeting room ... and everything in-between.

More good news. When cleaning 1s completed and
the Certificate of Compliance 1ssued we can use the
hall ... hopetully by the end of November.

A Couple of Items from the AGM

As reported in the minutes of the AGM a couple of
items promised a follow up in this newsletter.

Ophir Website

Gary Stewart

CAN YOU HELP?

OPHIR

GOODNESS SAKE

We're building an Ophir-centric website as a
repository for things Ophir. Primarily a site
that will contain stories and photos on the of
the area, it’ll also serve as aresource and guide
for residents and visitors on history, walks,
businesses, places to stay and things to watch
out for.

If you have any photos or stories about the
history of the village, even as recent as the 60s,
70s or 80s, we'd love to hear from you. It might

be buildings, people or events.

gary@gasproject.co.nz

Ophir Emergency Response

Christine Acres

As part of being prepared in the event of an
Emergency the following two links are of great
importance.

On the first link you can register for Central Otago
Gets Ready. Gets Ready 1s a tool that will allow
Councill to send real-ime alerts during an
emergency. It was created by the Darfield
community in the aftermath of the first Christchurch
earthquake. They realised the need for better tools
to work together, increase community resilience,
strengthen neighbourhood networks and build
partnerships between emergency services and the



community, helping to prepare neighbourhoods to
be part of a coordinated community response.

When I last spoke to Civil Defence only two people
i Ophir had registered. Come on people ... sign

up.

The second link directs you to the Manuherikia
Valley Community Response Plan. Only in draft
form at the moment this 1s a comprehensive
document for our specific area. It details the key
hazards, how to make a household emergency plan,
identifies  vulnerable population sites, gives
evacuation routes and emergency contacts and
much more. Itis well worth reading.

https://otago.qgetsready.net/

https://www.otagocdem.govt.nz/media/1420/codc-
draft-community-response-plan-manuherikia-

valley.pdf

We are planning a meeting with Civil Defence and
hopefully FENZ, where there will be hard copies of
the Community Response Plan available.

The renovations on the hall and Covid regulations
have meant a delay i setting the date for this
meeting and, given that the hall may not be available
until late November, 1t 1s looking like it will be early
next year. An email will be sent out when the
details are confirmed.

The Weather
Sam Leask

The average daytime and night-time temperatures
were almost 1dentical to this time last year. Rainfall
at 39.3mm was just above the average of 37.8mm
for the same month over the past 16 years.

Spring growth continues to be good however we
expect that to slow down come November. The
new lucerne planting has struck well but we could
do with rain which is forecast for the second week in
November.

Data for October 2021:
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And some additional weather reporting from
Heather Worth ... doing what she does best ...
researching ... for this article the NIWA site and
“T’he Spinoft™:

It’s likely to be a hot dry summer in Ophir
Heather Worth

NIWA predicts we will see our first 30-degree day
m the first two weeks of November and
then mushrooming warmth through November. In
mterior Otago it predicts:

e Temperatures are very likely to be above
average (709 chance)

e Rainfall totals are about most likely to be
below normal (509 chance)

e The development of La Nia-like patterns
may contribute to drier conditions in the
coming months around the hydro lake areas

e Soil moisture and river flows are about
equally likely to be near normal (509

chance) or below normal (45% chance)

“The Spinoft” says that east of the Southern Alps
has a greater chance of seeing wildfires during their
hot summer months, similar to the 2020 fires 1n
Lake Ohau. Higher temperatures create dry
conditions that will forge fuel dry grass, leaves and
shrubs. Incoming north-easterly winds could help
those fires to spread. They recommend prepping
for potential fires by planting and watering and
clearing leaves and flammables away from the house
and gutters.

Let’s keep our wee village safe this summer.
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